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	Course/specification overview


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html
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	Our department expectations



	As teachers we will:
	We will expect of you:


	· Provide you with well-planned, informative and well-resourced lessons
	· Attend all lessons and ensure that where you are unable to that you have caught up ahead of the next lesson

	· Support you to do well in your examinations and to meet your full potential in the course
	· Have a positive and pro-active approach to study.

	· Encourage and support you to do your very best
	· Keep up to date with classwork and homework; a large part of the course involves independent study and discipline to stay up to date with this

	· Provide opportunities, where possible, outside of lessons to enrich your knowledge
	· Most importantly: a keen interest in current affairs and the news and a willingness to stay up to date with the news to bring this into your written work 

	· Provide you with detailed and informative feedback to support you to improve your exam technique. 
	· To be prepared to engage in debate and discussion in class and comfortable with the idea that there are no right or wrong opinions in Politics
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	Review/revise



The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 
· develop knowledge and an informed understanding of contemporary political structures and issues in their historical context, both within the United Kingdom (UK) and globally 
· develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics and the relationships between political ideas, institutions and processes 
· develop knowledge and an informed understanding of the influences and interests which have an impact on decisions in government and politics 
· develop knowledge and an informed understanding of the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups 
· develop the ability to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate political information to form arguments and make judgements 
· develop an interest in, and engagement with, contemporary politics.

Skills
· Students must comprehend and interpret political information in relation to areas of UK politics and core political ideas. 
· Students must fully understand, and critically analyse and evaluate areas of UK politics and core political ideas. 
· Students must identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between content studied, providing a basis for comparing the UK with the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global politics. 
· Students must construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity and coherence, and draw reasoned conclusions about UK politics and core political ideas.
· Students must develop knowledge and understanding of key political concepts. The content supports these skills by presenting the main content for learning in the righthand side of the content tables. 
· Students must use appropriate political vocabulary. 
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	Watch

This list is intended to be a suggested guide to films, documentaries and dramas which will enrich your subject knowledge ahead of starting the course. Do not feel you need to watch them all!



1. BBC Documentary Series- Inside the Commons https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6o8rtl
2. BBC Documentary Series- Meet the Lords https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6nz0qx
3. BBC Documentary Series- The Cameron Years https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0008kk7/the-cameron-years
4. BBC Documentary Series- Thatcher:  A Very British Revolution https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7am1i8
5. BBC Documentary Series- Andrew Marr’s The Making of Modern Britain https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tRJ1E9Ai2E
6. BBC Documentary Series- The Wilderness Years Labour 1979-1995 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XrO72C1WQ0
7. BBC Drama Series- The Project (dramatization of New Labour) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzO5Re9nwlo
8. BBC Documentary Series- Steve Richard’s Reflections on British Prime Ministers https://www.youtube.com/user/steverichards14/videos
9. BBC Documentary Cabinet Confidential https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdAhv0D1_hc
10. Inside the White House (1995)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1If5NvFjdM
11. Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004) 
12. The Iron Lady (2011) 
13. The Queen (2006) 
14. BBC Question Time
15. The Politics Show with Andrew Neill
16. The Andrew Marr Show
17. All the Presidents Men (1976)
18. Get Me Roger Stone, Netflix Documentary (2019)
19. Thirteen Days (2000) 
20. Selma (2014)
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	Listen to

This list is intended to be a suggested guide to podcasts which will enrich your subject knowledge ahead of starting the course. The suggestion is to listen to one or two episodes ahead of starting the course. Do not feel you need to listen to them all!



1. Talking Politics 
2. Stitcher – A-level politics podcast
3. Beyond Westminster
4. BBC politics podcasts
5. The Westminster Hour
6. Politics.co.uk podcasts
7. Guardian ‘politics weekly’ podcasts
8. US – KCRW – Left, Right & Center 
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	Read



This list is intended to be a suggested guide to some books which will enrich your subject knowledge ahead of starting the course. Do not feel you need to read them all!

1. David Cameron, For the Record (2019)
2. Anthony King, Who Governs Britain? (2015)
3. Barack Obama, Dreams from My Father (1995) The Audacity of Hope (2006) 
4. James Poniewozok, An Audience of One: Donald Trump, Television and the Fracturing of America (2020)
5. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848)
6. Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
7. Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792)
8. John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (1971)
9. Anthony Giddens, The Third Way: The Renewal of Social Democracy (1997)
10. Emma Goldman, Anarchism and other essays (1910)
11. Reni Eddo-Lodge, Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race (2017)
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	Research



This task needs to be completed and brought to the first lesson at the start of term
Complete this table researching the key details about the following general elections

	
	Voter turnout %
	Party which formed the government
	No. of Conservative Seats
	% Conservative Party share of votes
	No of Labour Party Seats
	% Labour Party share of Votes
	No of Liberal Democrat Seats
	% Liberal Democrat share of votes

	2024
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2019
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2017
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010
	




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005

	




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001
	




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1997
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	Complete



This task needs to be completed and brought to the first lesson at the start of term
Your task is to read through the information below about direct democracy and representative democracy.  In particular you are looking for the following information:
· What is direct democracy? How does it work? Where and when do we see it in the world today?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy?
· What is representative democracy? How does it work? Where and when do we see it in the world today?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of representative democracy? 
Then using the information that you have been given, we would ask that you write an essay of no more than two sides answering the question:
Evaluate the view that direct democracy is more desirable and effective than representative democracy
Essay Success Criteria
· Clear introduction where you outline the points you are going to be and give your judgement on the question. 
· Balanced answer - look at both sides of the question
· Use PEEL paragraphs in your answer
· Conclusion where you return to your overall judgment and justify/explain it. 
The essay needs to be brought to your first lesson of the new term- either typed or hand written is fine. 
Reading to support written task
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	Appendices/resources



Learning Resources for Students
· https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/
· https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/subjects/politics/
· https://www.tutor2u.net/politics

Free Online UK News
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
· https://www.independent.co.uk/
· https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news
· https://www.politico.eu/
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Component 1: UK Politics (*Component code: 9PL0/01)

Written examination: 2 hours
33%9% of the qualification
84 marks

Content overview

1. Political Participation, students will study:

» democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the
media.
2. Core Political Ideas, students will study:

'+ conservatism, liberalism, socialism.

Assessment overview
Section A: Political Participation

One 30-mark question from a choice of two (each question uses a source) - students must
complete one of these. Plus one 30-mark question from a choice of two - students must
complete one of these.

All questions assess AO1, AO2 and AO3.

Section B: Core Political Ideas

One 24-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.

Component 2: UK Government (*Component code: 9PL0/02)

Written examination: 2 hours
33%4% of the qualification
84 marks

Content overview
1. UK Government, students wil study:

 the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships between the
branches.
2. Non-core political ideas, students will study:
« one idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism,
nationalism.

Assessment overview

Section A: UK Government

* One 30-mark question from a choice of two (each question uses a source) - students must
complete one of these. Plus one 30-mark question from a choice of two - students must
complete one of these.

* Al questions assess AO1, A2 and AO3.

Section B: Non-core Political Ideas

'+ One 24-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
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Component 3: Comparative Politics (*Component code: 9PL0/3A or 3B)

Written examination: 2 hours

Students study either USA (9PLO/3A) or Global (9PL0/38)

Content overview
For USA (3A), students will study:

'« the US Constitution and federalism, US Congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court and
civil rights, democracy and participation, comparative theories.

or
For Global (38) students will study:

« sovereignty and globalisation, global governance: political and economic, global governance:
human rights and environmental, power and developments, regionalism and the European
Union, comparative theories.

Assessment overview for 3A and 38

Section A

* One 12-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1 and AO2.
Section B

'« One compulsory 12-mark question focused on comparative theories, which assesses
AO1 and AO2.

Section C
Two 30-mark questions from a choice of three, which assess AO1, AO2 and AO3.
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High achievement always takes
place in the framework of high
expectation.

— Chanles Kettering —

AZQUOTES





image15.png
‘The Greek philosopher Plato believed that ‘the people’ would not respect decisions
made by their peers, .e. what many think of as the process of ‘democracy'. For Piato,
t was desirable that people should be ruled by their superiors. Authority granted to
2 leader, he thought, would be more respected than popular decision making, Lack
of respect would lead to disorder. Furthermore, left to making their own decisions,
people wold fall prey to rabble rousers and demagogues. Plato also noted that
democracy treats everyone as equal, in terms of knowledge and understanding,
when, in reaity, they are not equal,

The democratic process continues to prove problematic. Concered volces are
growing louder, voices suggesting that representative democracy is failing many
sections of soclety, that It serves the inerests of the majority and leaves minorties.
behind. This has led to new calls for the retun of popular democraey, inclucing
referendums. Populis leaders have emerged all over the democratic worl, teling us
that democracy is no longer working,

Even so, democracy remains a popular form of government. It is assuméd in most
of the world 10 be a 'good thing'. The question remains, however, what form of
‘democracy is mst desirable?

The history of democracy in the UK has been concemed with how to convert the
political system from being the preserve of an elte to being  popular exercise in which
the mass of the people can take part in an orderly manner. In practical terms, this has |
meant spreading democratic practice by extending the franchise, by improving the

extent and accountabilty of representative democracy and by introducing elements of
Plato (wearing red) in
Raphaes resco Tha School 9720t demacracy through th increasing use of eferendums and digtal democracy
et § This chapter will explore the nature of these developments

S
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[ Two forms of democracy
Direct democracy

We normally divide the concept of democracy into two main types. These are
direct democracy and representative democracy. Direct democracy was how
the idea was firs conceived in ancient Greece, mainly in the city state of Athens in
the fifth century b Hence it is sometimes deseribed as ‘Athenian democracy’,

‘The assembled free citizens would make important decisions, such as whether the
state should go 1o war or whether a prominent citizen who had committed anti-
state acts should be exiled. Laws were also made in this way, and the offcials who
ran the state were clected in the same fishion. In between examples of dircet
democracy, therefore, a form of representative democracy took over, runing the
day-to-day affairs of the state. But it is the direct form of democracy that we tend
o remember today.

After Athenian democracy declined i the fourth century nc, direct democracy, with
a few exceptions, disappeared as a democratic form until the nineceenth century.
‘The Swiss have used forms of direct democracy throughout their history and still
use it extensively to this day, but the idea did not spread. Some communities in the
carly life of the USA conducted local government by direct democracy (argely
through ‘town meetings) but these were also rare exceptions

Today direct democracy has revurned in the forin of the referendum, now relatively
common in Europe and some sates of the USA. However, direct democracy
cannot replace_ representative_democracy completely. Rather, it is an addition
to representative democracy. Some decisions are considered o vital, and also so
unsuitable for representatives to make them, that they are lef to the people.

Direct democracy has its critics as well as ts supporters. Table 1.1 summarises the
main advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy,

o toms I

Direct demacracy A form
of democracy where the
people themselves make
Key decisions. In modern
socieies this usually
takes theform of holding
eferendums.
Reprosentative
democracy A form of
democracy where the
people elect or somehow
choose representatives.
Who make poltical
decisions on U

behalt It aiso imples
that representatives are
accountable for what
they do.
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Tabe 1.1 Dvectdemacracy s dsiabie?
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Representative democracy

Representativ democracy isthe most common model o be found n the demoeratic
world today.

“The basis ofthis type of democracy i thatthe people do not mke pliical decsions
bus, insesd, choose represencaivs to make decisions on thei behalf. The most
common way of choosing represataives is o clect them. (In pats of ancient
Greece, represntaives of the. people were somecones chosen through a lciery!)
Indeed,if teprescntativesar not kected, it calsdemocrcy into queston. Elections
e, in other words, what w frst think of when we consider represencation. But i
s ot only clectionsthat characreise reprsentaive democicy. Those elected aho
need o be accountabe .

Accountability is esencial if representatives are to act responsibly and i the
interests of the people. It i at eection time that accountabilty i most serking,
Both individual representatives, such as MPs in the UK, and the government a5 1
whole are held accountable when the people g0 to the polls. During the clection
campaign, oppositon partes wil highlight the shortcomings of the government
and will offr their own alternatives. At the same time the government will seck to
explain and juscify what it has done in an effrt 1o be re-elected. Similarly,individual
represcntaives will be held o account for their performance — how well they have
represented their consicuents and whether cher vocing record in the legidature
meets the approval of those same constiuens. In between elctions sccountability
i less certain. The legisature can hold government to account regularly, but the
individusl representacives are normally safe unilthe next clection,

Having sid that representaives in a democracy will be clected and will be
accountable, we need o explain the concepe of representstion in general. I can
have differen forms and meanings

Social representation

Social representation implies that the characeristis of members of represcntative
bodies, whether they be nacional parliamens, regional asemblies o local councils,
should be broadly in line with the characteisicsof the population as 2 whole
ther words,they should be close 0 3 miccosm of society 38 3 whle. For example,
close (o half should be women, s proportion should be drawn from cthnic or
religious minorites and there should be 3 good range of ages and chass backgrounds
in representative bodies. OF course this s dificult o achieve and the UK Pariament
certinly falls short. This s explored further below when we discuss the sate of

tive democracy i the UK specifically.
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Representing the national interest
Though representatives may be elected locally or
cegionally, if they st in the national Parliament
they are expected to represent the interests of the
nation as a whole. Sometimes this may clash with
the local conscituency they represent, so they have
1o resolve the issue in their own way. For example,
an MP representing a constituency near a mijor
sirport may be under pressure to oppose further
expansion on the grounds of noise and pollution,
but may see it as in the national interest to expand
that airport. Fortunately not all issues concerning
the national interest cause such 3 dilemma. For
example, foreign policy ssues usually do not have
local effects.

Local MP Zac Goldsmit protestng again th third unway at

Heathvow Arport

Constituency representation
The localicy that elects a representative in UK national politics is known as
a constituency. In other countries different names are given. In the USA, for
example, congressmen and women represent congressional districts, Wherever
this kind of representation exists, though, it concerns loal interests. It can isply
three things:

1 It can mean representing the interests of the constituency as a whole. Should
the building of a new railway be opposed? How
central government for the redevelopment of a town centre? Will high levels
of immigration into the area adversely affect the social balance? These are all
examples of the kind of issue that might arise locally.

funds be extracted from

2 It can also mean representing the interests of individual constituents. This i often

described as the redress of grievances. Has a constituent been unfaily treated by

a public body such as the NHS o the taxation authorities Is an asylum seeker not

ceiving. fair and specdy hearing? Has a person been the victim of a miscarriage
justice? These are typical examples dealt with by elected representatives

3 Finally, ic can simply mean that a representative lstens to the views of his or
her constiwents when deciding about a national issue. This can lead to another
dilemma, What happens if the elected representative does ot personally agree
with the majority of the constituents? This becomes a matcer of conscience that
has t0 be resolved by the individual concerned. This often occurred during the
EU referendum campaign

Party representation
All modern democracies are characterised by the existence of polidical partis.
Furthermore,che vast majority of those secking and winning clection are members
of  political party. It is unusual in modern democracis to find many examples
of inependent representacives who do not belong to a party. Parties have stted
policies. At clection time these are contained in a manifesto, It follows that
mermbers of a party who are seeking (o be elected will cumpaign on the basis of the
party's manifesto. This means that they are representing their parey and the voters
understand tha they are

o

Find out which
pariamentary consttuency
youlve In. Accessthe |
it of the local WP What
local issues are currently
prominent i your area?

Key terms

Redross of grevances
The practie, adopted

by many elected
epresentatives, of

taking p the case of an
individual consttuent wha
feel they have suffored
an njustice usuallyat the
hands of government oran
agency of e stat,
Manifesto A statemant of
a party's agoed polces
produced duing an slecton
campoign o inform the
pubic aboutthepolical
plattom upon whih ts
condidates arostanding,
Cancidatesfo the pary

are expected to support he
marifesto and usually o so
0the UK, though there may
be excaptons
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1t should be said that, in the UK, candides for election do generally adhere closcly
o the party manifesto. In some political systems, notably che USA, party candidates
may vary in their poliical stance from their party’s manifesto or agreed policics. In
such cases party represencation is weaker,

Functional representation
This refers to the fact that some elected representatives will represent not only
their constituency or region, but also a particular occupational or social group, For
example, those who support and are supported by trade unions will often pursue
the cause of groups of workers; others may represent professions such as doctors
or teachers. This function can also apply to social groups such as the elderly, those
with disablites, members of the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender)
community or low-income groups. OF course, groups like this are also represented
by interest groups ehat may be ousside the parlismentary syscem, but functional
representation can stil Aourish within elected legislacive bodics,

Causal representation
Hlere representative bodies are not representing people so much as ideas, principles
and causes. In a sense this represents the whole community, in that the belicfs and
demands involved are claimed to benefic everyone, not just a particular group i
society. Typical causes concern environmental protection, individual rights and
freedoms, greater equality and animal rights. Though elected representatives often
support such causes and principles, most causal representation is carried out by
pressure groups.

Which is more desirable and effective: direct or representative democracy?
Advantages of direct democracy Advantages of representative democracy

* Iis the puret form of democacy. It s the vice of ® Elected epresentatves may hove better judgement than the
e people. mass of the people.

 Decisons made dyecty by the people will ave more:  Electe epresentatives may be more rationaland not
authorty. ‘swayed by emoton,

* Decisions made by the people are more cificult 0 be * Representatves can protect the Interests of
changed orcancelled by future gvernmens, minoie,

* Ditect demacracy can help educate the peopie about * Electd epresentatives may be bettr informed than the

polica ssues, geneal pubi





