PAPER 3 RELATIONSHIPS PLC 
	




	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	Evolutionary explanations for partner preferences
	

	Outline the nature of sexual selection in terms of enhancing reproductive success. You know the following: anisogamy, intra-sexual selection (mate competition), inter-sexual selection (mate choice), the sexy sons hyp, the handicap process, and features of physical attractiveness.
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate sexual selection including reference to supporting research such as Clarke & Hatfield’s survey, Buss’ (1989) Cross Cultural study, Miller’s study of lap dancers
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate evolutionary explanations in terms of methodological issues with studies, RWA, social and cultural differences, face validity, Gender Bias, determinism, reductionism
	
	
	
	

	Factors affecting attraction in romantic relationships
	

	Know the difference between field of availables and field of desirables in filter theory
	
	
	
	

	Describe the 3 filter stages - social demography, similarity in attitudes and complementarity.
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate filter theory, with reference to research studies (such as Kerckhoff & Davis), temporal validity, causation, culture and gender bias
	
	
	
	

	Describe the matching hypothesis and physical features we desire e.g. symmetry, halo effect
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the matching hypothesis, with reference to research studies( such as Murstein, Walster), gender and cultural differences, complex matching, preferences
	
	
	
	

	Describe what is meant by self-disclosure, including the two layers – breadth and depth
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the self-disclosure explanation with reference to research studies (such as Sprecher & Hendrick, Laurenceau et al.), RWA, correlational issues, cultural and individual differences 
	
	
	
	

	Theories of romantic relationships
	

	Outline Social Exchange Theory with reference to minimax (profit), selfishness, interactions being expensive, comparison level and comparison level for alternatives
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate social exchange theory in terms of oversimplified (we can be unselfish), Kurdek’s study, RWA counselling, Clark & Mills’ suggestion that long term relationships are communal
	
	
	
	

	Outline Equity Theory with reference to balance, subjectivity, fairness, motivation to realign
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate equity theory including reference to studies (such as Hatfield, Utne), cultural, gender and individual diffs
	
	
	
	

	Describe Rusbult’s Investment model in relation to satisfaction, alternatives and investment
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Rusbult’s model with reference to research support  (Le and Agnew) causation, oversimplifying investments and explaining abusive relationships (e.g. Rusbult & Martz,)
	
	
	
	

	Describe the 4 stages of Duck’s original theory of relationship breakdown – intra-psychic, dyadic, social, grave-dressing
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Duck’s theory of relationship breakdown in terms of RWA (counselling), Fatal attraction hypothesis, gender differences, individual differences and cultural differences
	
	
	
	

	Virtual relationships in social media
	

	Describe the conflicting positions of the reduced cues and hyperpersonal model of self-disclosure
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the reduced cues and hyperpersonal models, including research support, different cues not absent, problems studying, oversimplifies types of CMC
	
	
	
	

	Understand how the absence of gating affects virtual relationships – give examples of gates, know what effect they have on the development of a relationship in terms of self-disclosure
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate research on the absence of gating, including reference to research studies (such as McKenna and Bargh), gender diffs
	
	
	
	

	Parasocial relationships
	

	Describe the 3 levels of CW and understand the differences between the levels 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the CAS in terms of correlational, ethics, self-report, likert scales
	
	
	
	

	Describe the absorption addiction model of PSRs – two components (1) seeking fulfilment/ escapism and (2) sustaining contact/ links to poor mental health
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the absorption addiction model including reference to supporting studies (such as McCutcheon), RWA, cultural similarities, negative view
	
	
	
	

	Describe the attachment theory of CW and attachment types likely to form PSRs
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the attachment theory including reference to supporting studies (such as Kienlen), determinist, problems measuring, conflicting evidence
	
	
	
	



RELATIONSHIPS GLOSSARY

Anisogamy
Intersexual selection
Intrasexual selection
Sexy son’s hypothesis
Handicap process
Waist to hip ratio
Symmetry
Broad self-disclosure
Deep Self-disclosure
Symmetry
Value match 
Field of availables
Field of desirables
Social demography
Similarity
Complementarity
Profit
Loss
Comparison level
Comparison Level for Alternatives
Sampling
Bargaining
Commitment 
Institutionalisation
Fairness
Subjective
Realignment
Investments 
Satisfaction
Alternatives
Commitment
Intra-Psychic
Dyadic
Social
Grave Dressing
Resurrection
Paralanguage
Reduced cues theory
Hyperpersonal model
Absence of Gating
Hyperhonest
Hyperdishonest
PSR
Celebrity Attitude Scale
Entertainment/ Social
Intense/ Personal
Borderline/ Pathological
Absorption/ Addiction
Insecure resistant
Pre-occupied attachment
