Paper 1 Social Psychology PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	1. CONFORMITY
	
	
	
	

	Define the term conformity 
	
	
	
	

	Describe and apply explanations for conformity: informational social influence and normative social influence 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate explanations of why people conform, for example RWA (e.g. Bullying, Shultz - hotel towels), difficult to distinguish, individual differences: nAffiliators, research support (e.g. Lucas, Asch, Linkenbach and Perkins)
	
	
	
	

	Describe and identify examples of 3 types of conformity: compliance, identification and internalisation 
	
	
	
	

	Outline and evaluate Sherif and Jenness’ studies (in brief) 
	
	
	
	

	Outline Asch’s study (in detail) 
	
	
	
	

	Describe factors affecting conformity – group size, unanimity, task difficulty
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Asch’s study in terms of time validity (1950s), ecological validity (artificial nature of task), ethical issues, gender and cultural differences in conformity.
	
	
	
	

	Outline and evaluate (including ethics and methodological issues) Zimbardo’s SPE illustrating conformity to social roles
	
	
	
	

	2. OBEDIENCE
	
	
	
	

	Define the term obedience 
	
	
	
	

	Outline Milgram’s study in detail (aims, procedure, findings -450V 65%, 300V 100%, conclusions)
	
	
	
	

	Know % findings of at least 3 variations on Milgram’s original experiment – covering proximity, uniform, location
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Milgram’s study in terms of ethical issues, internal validity/ Demand characteristics, ecological validity, time validity, cross-cultural variations
	
	
	
	

	Outline and briefly evaluate other studies of obedience (e.g. Hofling, Bickman, Tarnow, Sheridan and King)
	
	
	
	

	Outline and evaluate (research support, limited explanation, cultural differences, real life) explanations of obedience: agentic state (autonomous to agentic shift, moral strain, binding factors) and legitimacy of authority (socialisation, hierarchy, power)
	
	
	
	

	Outline situational variables affecting obedience including: proximity, location and uniform. Can relate them to Milgram replications and other research such as Mandel, Bickmann, Fromm, Durkin & Jeffrey
	
	
	
	

	Outline and evaluate (including support, other factors, political bias, methods probs, correlation) the authoritarian personality as a dispositional explanation 
	
	
	
	

	3. RESISTANCE TO SOCIAL INFLUENCE
	
	
	
	

	Describe the social support explanation for resisting conformity and obedience. Evaluate the explanation in terms of research support (Asch and Milgram variations, Gamson, Allen & Levine), RWA Rosenstrasse protest
	
	
	
	

	Describe Locus of control (internal more likely) explanation of resistance. Evaluate this in terms of reference to research (Holland, Crutchfield, Oliner & Oliner), LOC not stable personality construct, individual differences, not relevant in familiar situations)
	
	
	
	

	4. SOCIAL CHANGE
	
	
	
	

	Define the term minority influence
	
	
	
	

	Describe HOW minorities influence majorities – consistency, commitment (augmentation principle), flexibility, snowball effect, social cyptoamnesia
	
	
	
	

	Describe (aim, procedure, findings, conclusions) and evaluate Moscovici’s research into minority influence (e.g. research support from Wood, Martin, Nemeth, low external validity, limited RWA)
	
	
	
	

	Use social influence research/ explanations (e.g. minority influence, majority influence, obedience processes) to explain social change 
	
	
	
	

	Consider issues with explaining social change using social influence research – slow process, social norms don’t always work, appearing deviant, boomerang effect
	
	
	
	


Social Psychology Glossary
Conformity

Informational social influence

Normative social influence

Compliance

Identification

Internalisation

Group size

Unanimity

Task difficulty

Social roles

Obedience 

Agentic state

Legitimate authority

Situational variables 

Dispositional 

Authoritarian personality 

Locus of control

Social support

Minority influence

Consistency

Flexibility

Commitment/ Augmentation principle 

Snowball effect

Social cryptoamnesia

Confederate

Social change
Gradual commitment[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.wmf]
