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	ETHICS 
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	Amber
	Green

	An Introduction to Ethics - Absolutism and Relativism*
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I define what is meant by Ethics? Consider the question of 'why be good'
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I define moral absolutism, with examples?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I define moral relativism, with examples?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the two theories (and what theories go in what category)?
	 
	 
	 

	Natural Law
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain how the following concepts; deontological, absolutist and religious ethics apply to natural law?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline types of law - natural, divine etc and explain the key difference between Aristotle and Aquinas’s natural law?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline the primary and secondary precepts?
	
	
	

	· Can I explain the difference between Interior and exterior acts, with examples?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate strengths and weaknesses (and compare with other theories)?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on its success or failure of achieving telos?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate whether or not the universe as a whole is designed with a telos, or human nature has an orientation towards the good?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether or not the doctrine of double effect can be used to justify an action, such as killing someone as an act of self-defence?
	
	
	

	Situation Ethics 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain how the basic concepts; theological, relativist and consequentialist with apply to to Situation Ethics?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline Fletcher’s situation ethics?
	
	
	

	· Can I define what is meant by Agape?
	 
	 
	 

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can I outline and explain each of The 6 propositions?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline and explain the 4 working principles?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I define what is meant by ‘conscience’ and explain how it is used to make moral decisions?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I discuss whether situation ethics is relative or absolute? And religious or secular?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of situation ethics as a tool for making moral decisions? (and compare to other theories)
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which, in any given situation, agape is best served? 
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether Fletcher’s understanding of agape is really religious or whether it means nothing more than wanting the best for the person involved in the situation?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether or not the rejection of absolute rules by situation ethics makes moral decision making entirely individualistic and subjective?
	
	
	

	Kant
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain how the basic concepts; deontological and absolutist apply to Kantian Ethics?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain Kant’s emphasis on the importance of duty for duties sake? Consequences do not matter only intentions!
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline the Hypothetical imperatives 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain why Kant views the Hypothetical Imperatives as 'immoral’?
	
	
	

	· Can I outline and explain the three formulations of the categorical imperative and examples of them in action (preferably Kant's own)?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Kantian Ethics as a tool for making moral decisions? (and compare with other theories)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate whether an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which duty is best served?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether or not Kantian ethics is so reliant on reason that it unduly rejects the importance of other factors, such as sympathy, empathy and love?
	
	
	

	Utilitarianism
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain how the basic concepts; teleological, relativist, consequentialist apply to utilitarianism?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain Bentham’s act utilitarianism (inc. hedonic calculus)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain Mill’s Rule Utilitarianism (inc. higher/lower pleasures)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain the difference between ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ rule utilitarianism
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I compare the similarities and differences between Act and Rule Utilitarianism 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of utilitarianism as a tool for making moral decisions? ( and compare with other theories)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I evaluate whether an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which, utility is best served?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether or not it is possible to measure good or pleasure and then reach a moral decision? 
	
	
	

	Euthanasia
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I define the nature of Euthanasia (e.g. active and passive) (Voluntary and Involuntary)?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline the ethical problems Euthanasia presents? 
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate how Quality of life (strong and weak) VS sanctity of life can be presented as arguments for/against Euthanasia? 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain how the Doctrine of Double effect can apply to Euthanasia? (natural law)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I apply Euthanasia to the concepts of personhood and potentiality? (Warren, Kant and Locke)
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I refer to relevant case studies on Euthanasia?
	 
	 
	 

	·  Can I apply Natural Law and situation Ethics (strengths and weaknesses of each) to Euthanasia?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether the religious concept of sanctity of life has any meaning in the 21st century medical ethics?
	
	
	

	·  Can I evaluate whether a person should or can have complete autonomy over their own life and decisions made about it?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether there is a moral difference between medical intervention to end a patient’s life and medical non-intervention to end a patient’s life?
	 
	 
	 

	Business Ethics 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline what is meant by business ethics?
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I outline the ethical problems business presents? 
	
	
	

	· Can I explain what is meant by corporate social responsibility? 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I apply corporate social responsibility to stakeholders such as employees, customers, the local community, the country as whole and governments? 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain what is meant by the term ‘whistle-blowing’? 
	 
	 
	 

	· Can I explain what is meant by ‘good ethics is good business’ and its application to shareholders and profit-making?
	
	
	

	· Can I refer to relevant case studies on Euthanasia?
	 
	 
	 

	·  Can I define what is meant by globalization? 
	
	
	

	· Can I explain the impact globalization has on stakeholders?
	
	
	

	· Can I apply Kantian ethics to business ethics?
	
	
	

	· Can I apply utilitarianism to business ethics?
	
	
	

	·  Can I evaluate whether or not the concept of corporate social responsibility is nothing more than ‘hypocritical window-dressing’ covering the greed of a business intent on making profits?
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether or not human beings can flourish in the context of capitalism and consumerism? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	· Can I evaluate whether globalisation encourages or discourages the pursuit of good ethics as the foundation of good business? 
	
	
	



 

 
 



 



