
A Level Psychology PLCs YEAR 1
PAPER 2 Research Methods PLC
Look at each objective below and indicate how well you think you could answer an exam question on it.

	
	Knowledge rating
	Exam Qs/ tested
	Revised

	1. RESEARCH DESIGN
	
	
	

	Define, write and apply research aims 
	
	
	

	Define, write and apply different types of experimental hypothesis (directional and non-directional)
	
	
	

	What are independent groups, repeated measures and matched pairs experimental designs and what are the advantages and disadvantages of each?
	
	
	

	How to design observations, including event and time sampling and use of behavioural categories
	
	
	

	How to design a questionnaire – open/ closed questions and likert scales, ensuring anonymity
	
	
	

	How to carry out an interview – structured and unstructured, ensuring anonymity
	
	
	

	What independent and dependent variables are and how to operationalise them
	
	
	

	Know what a pilot study is and why it is used
	
	
	

	Know the difference between extraneous variables and confounding variables and be able to identify them in studies
	
	
	

	Have an awareness of the British Psychological Society (BPS) Code of Ethics (guidelines)
	
	
	

	Know the key ethical issues, the ways in which Psychologists deal with them and limitations of these
	
	
	

	How random, opportunity, systematic, stratified and volunteer sampling techniques are carried out and their advantages and disadvantages 
	
	
	

	Know what is meant by random allocation, counterbalancing, randomization and standardisation
	
	
	

	Know what demand characteristics are and how they can be prevented (single and double-blind techniques)
	
	
	

	Know what investigator effects (bias) are and how this can be prevented
	
	
	

	Know how peer review is carried out, its advantages and disadvantages
	
	
	

	Understand the implications of psychological research for the economy
	
	
	

	Know what reliability is and different types – internal and external. 
Understand ways of assessing reliability: test-retest and inter- observer and ways of improving reliability. 
	
	
	

	Know the types of validity across all methods of investigation: Internal and external (population, ecological, temporal). Assessment of validity – content and concurrent. Ways of improving validity.
	
	
	

	Understand the features of science: objectivity and the empirical method; replicability and falsifiability; theory construction and hypothesis testing; paradigms and paradigm shifts
	
	
	

	Understand how to set out reports of psychological investigations and know what goes in each section
	
	
	

	2. RESEARCH METHODS
	
	
	

	Experimental methods  including laboratory, field, natural and quasi experiments

What are they and what are the advantages and disadvantages of each?
	
	
	

	Correlational method  (non-experimental method) - What is it, what are co-variables? What are the advantages and disadvantages? What is the difference between a correlation and experiment?
	
	
	

	Observational techniques – know the different types – naturalistic and controlled, covert and overt, participant and non-participant. 

For each of the above: What is it, how can it be carried out and what are the advantages and disadvantages?
	
	
	

	Self-report techniques: questionnaires and interviews (structured and unstructured)

What are they, what are the different types and what are the advantages and disadvantages?
	
	
	

	Case studies: What are they and how are they carried out? What are the advantages and disadvantages?
	
	
	

	3. DATA HANDLING AND ANALYSIS
	
	
	

	Qualitative vs quantitative data – what is the difference? What are the advantages and disadvantages of collecting each?
	
	
	

	Primary and Secondary data (including meta-analyses) – what are they? Advantages and disadvantages
	
	
	

	Measures of central tendency Including how to calculate median, mean, mode and their advantages and disadvantages. 
	
	
	

	Measures of dispersion including range and standard deviation. How to calculate range. You need to know their advantages and disadvantages.
	
	
	

	Calculation of percentages, including percentage increase and decrease
	
	
	

	You need to be able to decide what the best form of graphical presentation is for different types of data and be able to interpret data from tables and graphs, scattergrams, bar charts and histograms
	
	
	

	You need to know what positive, negative and zero correlations demonstrate and be able to interpret correlation coefficients. You need to be able to define the term correlational coefficient. 
	
	
	

	Distributions – make sure you can identify normal and skewed distributions and know the characteristics of them
	
	
	

	Qualitative data analysis: Content Analysis: What is it? How is it carried out? What are the advantages and disadvantages? 
	
	
	

	Qualitative data analysis: Thematic analysis: What is it? How is it carried out? What are the advantages and disadvantages?
	
	
	

	Understand the difference between descriptive and inferential statistical testing, understand why inferential is carried out and the notion of probability.
	
	
	

	How to calculate the sign test and interpret its findings
	
	
	

	Levels of measurement: Know the differences between nominal, ordinal and interval levels of data.
	
	
	

	Significance: use of statistical tables, calculated and critical values in interpretation of levels of significance
	
	
	

	Know the difference between a type 1 and type 2 error and when these are likely to occur in relation to significance level
	
	
	

	Factors affecting the choice of statistical test, the 3Ds: level of data, difference vs correlation and experimental design. When to use the following tests: Spearman’s rho, Pearson’s r, Wilcoxon, Mann-Whitney, related t-test, unrelated t-test, sign test and Chi-Squared test.
	
	
	


A Level Psychology 

Mathematical requirements PLC
Look at each of the mathematical requirements and indicate how well you think you could answer an exam question on it.  
	Mathematical requirement
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	Recognise and use expressions in decimal and standard form. For example, converting data in standard form from a results table into decimal form in order to construct a pie chart.
	
	
	

	Use and convert ratios, fractions and percentages.
	
	
	

	Estimate results For example, commenting on the spread of scores for a set of data, which would require estimating the range.
	
	
	

	Be able to calculate percentages including percentage increase and decrease. Able to estimate percentages, for example from a pie chart. 
	
	
	

	Use an appropriate number of significant figures.
	
	
	

	Construct and interpret frequency tables and diagrams, bar charts and histograms. Ensuring they are properly titled, axis are labelled and keys are given where appropriate. 
	
	
	

	Understand simple probability. For example, explaining the difference between the 0.05 and 0.01 levels of significance.
	
	
	

	Understand the principles of sampling as applied to scientific data, for example how to calculate proportions of populations in stratified samples. 
	
	
	

	Understand the term, know when to use and be able to calculate the mean
	
	
	

	Understand the term, know when to use and be able to calculate the median
	
	
	

	Understand the term, know when to use and be able to calculate the mode.
	
	
	

	Use a scatter diagram to identify a correlation between two variables. For example, you must be able to plot two variables from an investigation on a scatter diagram and identifying the pattern as a positive correlation, a negative correlation or no correlation.
	
	
	

	Calculate the sign test. 
	
	
	

	Make order of magnitude calculations (‘powers of’)
	
	
	

	Know the characteristics of normal and skewed distributions. Understand how they would be presented on a graph, including where the mean, median and mode would lie. Make sure you could draw a positive and negative skew on a graph, as well as a normal distribution. 
	
	
	

	Understand measures of dispersion, including standard deviation and range. 

Know how to calculate the range. 
	
	
	

	Understand the differences between qualitative and quantitative data. For example, explaining how a given qualitative measure (for example, an interview transcript) might be converted into quantitative data.
	
	
	

	Understand the difference between primary and secondary data.
	
	
	

	Understand and use the symbols: =, <, <<, >>, >, ∝, ~.
	
	
	

	Translate information between graphical, numerical and algebraic forms. For example, using a set of numerical data (a set of scores) from a record sheet to construct a bar graph.
	
	
	

	Plot two variables from experimental or other data. For example, sketching a scatter diagram using two sets of data from a correlational investigation.
	
	
	

	Select an appropriate statistical test and explain why the chosen test is appropriate.
	
	
	

	Use statistical tables to determine significance
	
	
	

	Substitute numerical values into algebraic equations using appropriate units for physical quantities.
	
	
	

	Distinguish between levels of measurement.
	
	
	

	Solve simple algebraic equations.
	
	
	


PAPER 2 BIOPSYCHOLOGY PLC

	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	The divisions of the nervous System
	
	
	
	

	Can describe the divisions of the nervous system: central, peripheral, somatic, autonomic, sympathetic, parasympathetic, including their main functions
	
	
	
	

	The structure and function of neurons and the process of synaptic transmission. 
	
	
	
	

	Can identify the different types of neurons (sensory, relay, motor) from pictures/ diagrams
	
	
	
	

	Can explain the different structural features and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons
	
	
	
	

	Can label a neuron’s main features
	
	
	
	

	Can explain the process of synaptic transmission, including reference to the role of neurotransmitters
	
	
	
	

	Can outline the action of excitatory (EPSP) and inhibitory neurotransmitters (IPSP) and process of summation
	
	
	
	

	The endocrine system
	
	
	
	

	Can explain the overall function of the endocrine system 
	
	
	
	

	Can name 3 glands, the hormones they produce and can explain the function of these hormones
	
	
	
	

	The fight or flight response
	
	
	
	

	Can describe the fight or flight response in detail – amygdala, hypothalamus, SNS, adrenal medulla, adrenaline
	
	
	
	

	Can explain the action of adrenaline on different parts of the body in the fight or flight response 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the fight or flight response e.g. gender diffs, freeze response, modern day
	
	
	
	

	Localisation of function in the brain
	
	
	
	

	Can label the following:  motor, somatosensory, visual, auditory and language centres and briefly explain what each area’s function is
	
	
	
	

	Able to identify where Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas are, can explain the function of each area and the effect of damage to this area (types of aphasia)
	
	
	
	

	Can PEEL 4 evaluation points on localisation of brain function e.g. supporting/ conflicting evidence, individual/ gender differences, higher equipotentiality theory, case of Phinneus Gage
	
	
	
	

	Know what is meant by hemispheric lateralisation and can explain the concept of functional specialisms
	
	
	
	

	Can describe procedures and findings of Sperry’s split brain research studies
	
	
	
	

	Can PEEL 4 evaluation points on hemispheric lateralisation and split brain research e.g. duality, lateralisation decreases with age, language not restricted to left, methods issues with split brain research
	
	
	
	

	Understand what is meant by brain plasticity, can give at least 2 ways it occurs and describe 2 research studies on it
	
	
	
	

	Describe what is meant by functional recovery, can give at least 2 ways that it occurs and 2 research studies into it
	
	
	
	

	Can explain factors affecting recovery including gender, age, education, rehabilitation
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate research into plasticity and functional recovery e.g. supporting evidence, extrapolation, negative effects of plasticity such as Phantom Limb, age differences, free will
	
	
	
	

	Ways of studying the brain: Scanning techniques
	
	
	
	

	Can describe how an fMRI scan is carried out, give two strengths and two limitations of this scan in showing brain activity (e.g. spatial and temporal validity)
	
	
	
	

	Can describe how an electroencephalogram (EEG) is carried out, give two strengths and two limitations of this technique in showing brain activity (e.g. spatial and temporal validity)
	
	
	
	

	Can describe how an event-related potential (ERP) is formed, give two strengths and two limitations of this technique in showing brain activity (e.g. spatial and temporal validity)
	
	
	
	

	Can describe how post-mortem examinations are used in Psychology, give two strengths and two limitations of this technique in studying the brain
	
	
	
	


PAPER 2 APPROACHES PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	1. Behaviourist approach
	
	
	
	

	Explain how we learn according to classical conditioning, breaking it down into stages
	
	
	
	

	Explain how we learn according to operant conditioning, referring to types of reinforcement and punishment
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to fully explain 4 strengths and weaknesses of behaviourism
	
	
	
	

	Understand what methods behaviourists use to study the mind 
	
	
	
	

	2. Social Learning Theory
	
	
	
	

	Explain the process of observing and imitating the actions of others with reference to mediational processes and identification
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to fully explain 4 strengths and weaknesses of SLT
	
	
	
	

	Understand what methods social learning theorists use to study the mind
	
	
	
	

	3. Cognitive approach 
	
	
	
	

	Able to understand the information processing approach/ computer analogy and describe the stages of information processing,
	
	
	
	

	Be able to explain and give examples of types of schema 
	
	
	
	

	Understand what is meant by theoretical models, can give examples 
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to explain the strengths and weaknesses of the cognitive approach
	
	
	
	

	Understand what methods cognitive psychologists use to study the mind
	
	
	
	

	4. Psychodynamic Approach
	
	
	
	

	Understand the role of the unconscious in shaping our personality and behaviour
	
	
	
	

	Know and explain how the structure of personality develops (ID, Ego, Superego),
	
	
	
	

	Explain the role of defense mechanisms including repression, denial, displacement
	
	
	
	

	Understand how we progress through the Psychosexual stages (oral, anal, phallic, latency, genital)
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to fully explain 4 strengths and weaknesses of the Psychodynamic approach
	
	
	
	

	Understand how Psychoanalysts study the mind 
	
	
	
	

	5. Humanistic Approach
	
	
	
	

	Know why Humanistic Psychologists believe in Free will.
	
	
	
	

	Explain what is meant by self-actualisation referring to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs
	
	
	
	

	Can explain what is meant by congruence and its impact upon conditions of worth (Rogers)
	
	
	
	

	Can explain how counselling psychology developed from Humanistic Approaches
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to fully explain 4 strengths and weaknesses of the Humanistic Approach
	
	
	
	

	Understand what methods humanistic psychologists use to study the mind
	
	
	
	

	6. Biological Approach & Biopsychology
	
	
	
	

	Can explain neurons and the action of neurotransmitters
	
	
	
	

	Explain the influence of genes, what is meant by heritability and the difference between genotype and phenotype
	
	
	
	

	Can distinguish areas of the brain and the function of the 4 lobes
	
	
	
	

	Understand what is meant by natural selection and survival of the fittest
	
	
	
	

	Understand and able to explain the strengths and weaknesses of the biological approach
	
	
	
	

	Understand how biopsychologists study the mind
	
	
	
	

	Understand what the field of neuroscience investigates and how it carries out research
	
	
	
	

	7. Comparison of approaches – Year 2 ONLY
	
	
	
	

	Be able to compare the approaches on the way they understand and explain human behaviour in terms of nature vs nurture, reductionism, determinism, views on atypical behaviour.
	
	
	
	


Paper 1 ATTACHMENT PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	Animal research
	
	
	
	

	Understand and describe procedures and findings of Lorenz and Harlow’s research
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Lorenz and Harlow’s studies, including ethics, generalisability and value
	
	
	
	

	Explanations of attachment
	
	
	
	

	Describe Learning theory of Attachment in terms of Classical and Operant Conditioning
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Learning theory of Attachment including with reference to research such as, Schaffer & Emerson (1964), Harlow (1958/ 1962), Tronick. 
	
	
	
	

	Outline Bowlby’s Theory of Attachment including: Innate, Social releasers, Critical period, sensitive period, Monotropy, Internal working model, Continuity hypothesis
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Bowlby’s Theory of Attachment including with reference to research such as Tronick et al. (1992), Brazelton et al (1975), Lorenz’s imprinting, Hazan & Shaver (1987), 
	
	
	
	

	Ainsworth’s strange situation and types of attachment
	
	
	
	

	Define the terms: Secure attachment; Insecure-avoidant attachment; Insecure-resistant attachment and know how a child classified as each of these responds in the SS
	
	
	
	

	Aware of the % of the different types of attachment found by Ainsworth 1978
	
	
	
	

	Outline the strange situation procedure and can state what is being tested at each stage  
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the strange situation technique e.g. inter-rater reliability, ecological validity, observer bias, mood of baby, only measures attachment with PCG
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate strange situation research, including reference to disorganised attachment, Main & Weston (1981)’s findings, cultural bias,.
	
	
	
	

	Cultural variations in attachment
	
	
	
	

	Understand what is meant by cross-cultural variations
	
	
	
	

	Describe methods and findings of research into cross-cultural variations in attachment which must include. Van Ijzendoorn and Kroonenberg (1988) and at last two others e.g. Tronick, Grossman & Grossman, Takahashi, Simonella
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate research into cross-cultural variations in attachment, including reference to cultural similarities (due to mass media); alien researchers, unrepresentative samples and implications in using strange situation technique in other cultures.
	
	
	
	

	Bowlby’s theory of maternal deprivation
	
	
	
	

	Describe Bowlby’s maternal deprivation hypothesis and the possible effects of maternal deprivation in terms of intellectual development, social and emotional development
	
	
	
	

	Identify evidence which supports/ refutes the MDH, including Bowlby’s 44 thieves study on maternal deprivation, Koluchova, Lewis, Levy and evaluate the MDH
	
	
	
	

	Romanian orphan studies and the effects of institutionalisation
	
	
	
	

	Define the term institutionalisation
	
	
	
	

	Describe and evaluate the procedure and findings of Rutter’s longitudinal study (2011) 
	
	
	
	

	Describe and evaluate further research into the effects of institutionalisation including Quinton’s (1984) study of poor parenting, Gardner’s (1972) case study of deprivation dwarfism and Zeanah’s study of attachment types
	
	
	
	

	Influence of early attachment types on later relationships
	
	
	
	

	Describe Bowlby’s idea of IWM and its link to later adult/ child relationships (cont. hyp)
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the claim that IWM and later adult relationship experiences are linked, with reference to Hazan & Shaver’s love quiz and other studies. 
Evaluate the link between IWM and later relationships including: Mixed evidence, self-report, correlational, attachment disorders
	
	
	
	


PAPER 1: MEMORY PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	CODING, CAPACITY AND DURATION OF MEMORY
	
	
	
	

	Know the features or and can quote studies illustrating these features:

     Coding - Baddeley

     Capacity – Miller, Jacobs

     Duration – Peterson & Peterson, Bahrick
	
	
	
	

	MULTI-STORE MODEL 
	
	
	
	

	Describe the Multi-Store Model of memory in terms of structures: Sensory register, short-term memory and long-term memory and processes: rehearsal, retrieval and attention
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Multi-Store Model of memory e.g. case studies of CW and HM, oversimplifies (unitary stores), overestimates rehearsal, supporting studies e.g. Sperling (sensory memory exp)/ Glanzer and Cunitz (primacy recency effect)
	
	
	
	

	THE WORKING MEMORY MODEL
	
	
	
	

	Outline the components of the Working Memory Model - central executive, phonological loop (phonological store and articulatory process), visual spatial sketchpad (visual cache and inner scribe), Episodic buffer
	
	
	
	

	Quote evidence supporting the WMM:

Baddeley – dual task and word length studies, Bunge fMRI scans, case of KF
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Working Memory Model e.g. role of CE unclear, possibility of several CE components, caution with case evidence, RWA dementia
	
	
	
	

	EXPLANATIONS FOR FORGETTING
	
	
	
	

	Define and give e.g.s of Proactive and retroactive interference 
	
	
	
	

	Can quote research studies (Baddeley Rugby players, Keppel and Underwood trigrams) and evaluate it e.g. RWA advertising, artificial nature of studies, may be temporary
	
	
	
	

	Describe and give e.g.s of Retrieval failure explanations including the encoding specificity principle, context dependent forgetting and state-dependent forgetting 
	
	
	
	

	Can quote research studies on retrieval failure (Godden & Baddeley, Abernethy, Goodwin, Carter and Cassaday) and evaluate it – e.g. RWA, contexts have to be very different, testability/ circular argument, difficult to separate context and state
	
	
	
	

	EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY – MISLEADING INFORMATION, LEADING Qs and POST-EVENT DISCUSSION
	
	
	
	

	Define the terms: Eyewitness Testimony (EWT), misleading information, leading Qs, post-event discussion. 
	
	
	
	

	Describe studies into misleading info including: Loftus and Palmer (1974) – two studies, Yuille and Cutshall (1986)
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate studies into misleading info including in terms of external validity, population validity, RWA, supporting research
	
	
	
	

	Describe two studies into post-event discussion: Gabbert (2003), Shaw (1997)
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate PED research with ref to issues with demand characteristics, perceived credibility and research evidence
	
	
	
	

	EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY: ANXIETY 
	
	
	
	

	Outline research into role of anxiety in accuracy of EWT including the Weapon focus effect, Yerkes-Dodson Inverted U Law, studies by Christianson & Hubinette 1993, Johnson & Scott (1976), Loftus & Burns (1980), Yuille and Cutshall (1986)
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate research into role of anxiety including measuring surprise rather than anxiety, scientific measurements of eye movement, ethical issues, external validity of lab studies, extraneous variables in natural experiments, contextual factors 
	
	
	
	

	THE COGNITIVE INTERVIEW – IMPROVING THE ACCURACY OF EWT
	
	
	
	

	Describe the 4 parts of the Cognitive Interview (COPE) and enhanced CI techniques 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the use of the Cognitive Interview including reference to research into the effectiveness of CI (e.g. Kohnken et.al. 1999, Milne and Bull 2002), police training, use of different components, time consuming, useful for elderly and children (Mello & Fisher)
	
	
	
	


Paper 1 CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	1. DEFINITIONS OF MENTAL HEALTH
	
	
	
	

	Describe ‘Deviation from Social Norms’
	
	
	
	

	Explain at least 4 limitations of ‘Deviation from Social Norms’
	
	
	
	

	Describe ‘Failure to Function Adequately’ 
	
	
	
	

	Explain at least 4 limitations of ‘Failure To Function Adequately’
	
	
	
	

	Describe ‘Deviation from Ideal Mental Health’
	
	
	
	

	Explain at least 4 limitations of ‘Deviation From Ideal Mental Health
	
	
	
	

	Describe ‘Statistical Infrequency’ definition
	
	
	
	

	Explain at least 4 limitations of ‘Statistical Infrequency’
	
	
	
	

	2. PHOBIAS
	
	
	
	

	Identify, outline and give examples of the behavioural, emotional and cognitive characteristics of phobias
	
	
	
	

	Outline of the Two –Process Approach – classical conditioning to explain phobia initiation, operant conditioning to explain maintenance
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of behavioural approach including reference to individual differences, biological preparedness, phobias not always linked to trauma, not recognising cognitions
	
	
	
	

	Outline stages of behaviourist treatments - Systematic Desensitisation (including reference to hierarchy and relaxation) and flooding
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of Systematic Desensitisation and flooding including ethical issues, effectiveness rates, appropriateness for all types of patient and all types of phobias
	
	
	
	

	3. DEPRESSION
	
	
	
	

	Identify, outline and give examples of the behavioural, emotional and cognitive characteristics of depression
	
	
	
	

	Outline of the Cognitive approach – Ellis’ ABC approach and Beck’s Cognitive triad/ negative schemas
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of the Cognitive Approach including supporting evidence from Grazioli and Terry on PPD, cause and effect, RWAs in form of treatments, complexities of Depression
	
	
	
	

	Outline of Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) - Ellis’ REBT (DE - Dispute Effect) and cognitive restructuring (ICT – Identify, Challenge, Test)
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of REBT including effectiveness research by March, appropriateness for severely depressed, comparisons to other psychotherapies, inability to explore past, ignoring other factors
	
	
	
	

	4. OCD
	
	
	
	

	Identify, outline and give examples of the behavioural, emotional and cognitive characteristics of OCD
	
	
	
	

	Outline of the genetic and neural explanations of OCD – genetic factors (e.g. SERT gene, COMT gene), stages of the worry circuit (OFC, Caudate Nucleus, Thalamus), role of serotonin 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of the Biological Approach including support from studies (such as Lewis, Feng et al. (fur-pulling mice), Taylor’s polygenic, Comer’s PET scans holding a dirty cloth), role of the environment, mixed evidence from scans, correlation not causation.
	
	
	
	

	Outline of drug therapies used by the biological approach for OCD – SSRIs, SNRIs,  anti-anxiety drugs. 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of drug therapies including effectiveness research from Soomro, and appropriateness e.g. drugs are cost-effective, non-disruptive, side effects, unreliable evidence, not a lasting cure
	
	
	
	


Paper 1 Social Psychology PLC
	
	Knowledge rating
	Independent study 
	Revised
	Tested

	1. CONFORMITY
	
	
	
	

	Define the term conformity 
	
	
	
	

	Describe and apply explanations for conformity: informational social influence and normative social influence 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate explanations of why people conform, for example RWA (e.g. Bullying, Shultz - hotel towels), difficult to distinguish normative and informational, individual differences: nAffiliators, research support (e.g. Lucas, Asch)
	
	
	
	

	Describe and identify examples of types of conformity: compliance, internalisation 
	
	
	
	

	Outline and evaluate Sherif and Jenness’ studies (in brief) 
	
	
	
	

	Outline Asch’s study (in detail) 
	
	
	
	

	Describe variables affecting conformity – group size, unanimity, task difficulty
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Asch’s study in terms of time validity (1950s), ecological validity (artificial task), ethical issues, gender and cultural differences in conformity.
	
	
	
	

	2. OBEDIENCE
	
	
	
	

	Define the term obedience 
	
	
	
	

	Outline Milgram’s study in detail (aims, procedure, findings - 450V 65%, 300V 100%, conclusions)
	
	
	
	

	Know % findings of at least 3 variations on Milgram’s original experiment – covering proximity, uniform, location
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate Milgram’s study in terms of ethical issues, internal validity/ Demand characteristics, ecological validity, time validity, external validity (time, population)
	
	
	
	

	Describe situational explanations of obedience: agentic state (stages of shifting from autonomous to agentic states) and legitimacy of authority
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate situational explanations (research support Blass & Schmitt, limited explanation, cultural differences (Kilham and Mann, Mantell), Lifton German doctors and Tarnow pilots)
	
	
	
	

	Outline situational variables affecting obedience including: proximity, location and uniform. 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the influence of situational variables behind obedience, with reference to Milgram’s replications and research such as Mandel, Bickmann, Fromm
	
	
	
	

	Describe the 4 features of the authoritarian personality dispositional explanation 
	
	
	
	

	Can explain why and how the authoritarian personality develops 
	
	
	
	

	Can evaluate the authoritarian personality explanation (including support, other factors, political bias, methodological probs, correlation)
	
	
	
	

	3. RESISTANCE TO SOCIAL INFLUENCE
	
	
	
	

	Describe social support explanation for resisting conformity and obedience. 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the social support explanation in terms of research support (Allen & Levine), real life support (Albrecht teen start programme), RWA Rosenstrasse protest
	
	
	
	

	Describe Locus of control explanation of resistance. Know the features of internal and external LOC and why internal are more likely to resist. 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate LOC in terms of reference to research (Murphy, Crutchfield, Oliner & Oliner), LOC not stable over time, not relevant in familiar situations, individual differences)
	
	
	
	

	4. MINORITY INFLUENCE
	
	
	
	

	Define the term minority influence
	
	
	
	

	Describe HOW minorities influence majorities using the following terms – consistency (diachronic and synchronic), commitment (augmentation principle), flexibility, snowball effect, social cryptoamnesia
	
	
	
	

	Describe (aim, procedure, findings, conclusions) and evaluate Moscovici’s research into minority influence 
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate research into minority influence from Wood, Martin, Nemeth, low external validity, limited RWA)
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