
Drama Learning Journey

Creating an open-minded, experimental community, unafraid to explore 
the essence of human behaviour

YEAR 
13

YEAR 
11

YEAR 
9

YEAR 
7

YEAR 
8

YEAR 
10

YEAR
12

FINAL
EXAMS

Concepts/ Ideas Skills

Audience Awareness,
Characterisation, Dramatic Styles and
Forms, Exploring Text, Devising from
Stimulus, Historical/Social/Cultural
Context, Application of Direction and
Design.

Still Image, ThoughtTracking, AUDIENCE Awareness, Narration, Narrator in role, dramatic structure, physical
theatre, hot-seating, choral speech/movement, adapting text into performance, Soundscaping, flashback,
cross-cutting, multi-rolling, listening, evaluating, providing and acting on verbal feedback, teamwork, self-
confidence, respecting others, developing spontaneous improvisation skills, creating Theatre In Education,
developing and expressing empathy, physically and vocally creating a range of characters, understanding all
elements of theatre design—direction, set design, lighting design, sound design….

Introduction to Skills
Learning and exploring

the primary drama skills
and techniques for Key

Stage 3.

Live Theatre
Exploration

Seeing skills in action
through the National
Theatre’s Peter Pan.

CIRCUS

Creating and
sustaining a

range of
stereotypical
characters

CREATING
CHARACTERS

Hightower
Developing

Characters closer in
age to yourselves,
But definitely NOT

yourselves!

The Tempest

Exploring mythical
and fantastical
characters from a

classical text. Introducing
“The Other”

Sparkleshark

Developing
naturalistic and

fantasy
characters
together

GEN-
RESAND
STYLES

Intro to Genre “Let Him

Have it!”

Exploring different
genres and

understanding how
genre impacts acting

style.

SOAP OPERA

Creating and sustaining
naturalistic characters.

Understanding and exploring
the power of tension and
subtext in a performance.

ANTIGONE
Learning and developing

knowledge of Ancient Greek
theatre. Understanding the

Tragedy genre through
choral work.

Exploring and
creating abstract,
physical theatre.

JOHN GODBER

Exploring over-
exaggerated
naturalism.

Developing this style
of theatre through the
use of Godber’s plays.

Exploring
documentary
style theatre.

Practitioners

To gain knowledge and
understanding of the key
practitioners that have
impacted modern

DOOMED

YOUTH

Using theatrical
techniques to explore
the historical events
and horrors of WW1.

The Stones
Exploring social issues

through theatre. Exploring
true crime and

repercussions through
drama.

Exploring whole-class
improvisation and how
drama can be used to
question the historical

treatment of disaffected
youth.

MARK WHEELLER

To understand and
learn what TIE is

through Wheeller’s
playwriting
techniques.

THE YOUNG OFFENDERS

GCSE
DRAMA
YEAR 1 DNA

Looking at how
theatre can be
used to explore

issues that affect
young people

INTRO TO

Introduction to
GCSE Drama.

Overview of Eduqas
Course

Intro to Comp 3

Initial practical and theoretical
exploration Exam set text Noughts and

Crosses

YR 10 Theatre in Education

Project with Trust Primaries

Devising TIE pieces on Transition
from primary to secondary and

performing them to Year 6 pupils.

Devising from a set of chosen stimuli,
incorporating 4 to 6 practitioner

techniques. Culminating in a performance
+ written portfolio and evaluation

GCSE
DRAMA
YEAR 2

.

Component 2

Performing from a Text

Studying two extracts for ma
professionally published play, for

performance to an external examiner

Component 3

Section A - Revsiting and revising
Noughts and Crosses in order to

answer a series of Questions under
examination conditions. Section B -

Analysis and evaluation of a ‘Live

A LEVEL
DRAMA
YEAR1

Term 1

Workshops exploring Key Theatre
Practitioners. Exploring Set Text
‘Equus’ By Peter Shaffer through

teacher led workshops. Introduction
to text in performance (teacher

directed group piece) .

Page 43

Term 2

Development of
rehearsal techniques
and characterisation

skills for group
performance.

Term 3

Continuation of text
in Performance

culminating in a live
presentation of the

group piece.

Term 4

Mono/duo aspect of
component 2.

Introduction to set text

‘Lysistrata’ by
Aristophanes

Term 5

Lysistrata
workshops.

Further study of
set text 1
‘Equus’.

Term 6

Introduction of
‘Lysistrata Concept’
Introduction to set
practitioner study.

A LEVEL
DRAMA
YEAR2

Term 1 and 2

Component 1: Devising. Original
performance piece using Culminating

in a moderated performance and
written portfolio.

Revisit Component 2, develop, rehearse both group and monologue/
duologue performances. Component 2 is performed for visiting Examiner.
Watch Live theatre performance with and develop examination technique of
Live Theatre analysis and evaluation.

Term 3 and 4

Revising both set texts and practicing examination
techniques and questions. Develop examination

technique of Live Theatre analysis and evaluation.

Term 5

Component 1 Devising

THE
POWER OF
THEATRE

What do we return to on our Learning Journey?

PLATFORM

Final preparation for Written Exam
in May


