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"To inspire and support every student in raising and achieving
their academic and personal aspirations, every day.”

Sixth Form Vision Statement

Hayes School Sixth Form is a well established, thriving community
and we work tirelessly to make sure that every student who enrols
is able to meet their academic and personal aspirations.

We urge any prospective Year 12 student to view our Sixth Form
as a two year commitment, so it is imperative that you have, or
seek to obtain, high quality guidance before selecting one of our
three ‘Pathways’.
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Hayes School aims to provide a Sixth Form Curriculum which
supports breadth and depth whilst providing considerable flexibility.
The learning programme will be matched to a student’s ability and
will provide a clear progression to higher education, employment
and further training.
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Year 12 students should choose a Pathway that best suits their
post-18 aspirations. These three Pathways are detailed below,
please refer to the subject specific information, which will be
available via our school website.

If a student is unsure of their aspiration, they may wish to study
(entry requirements permitting) Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
English Literature, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History
or any Modern Foreign Language. These subjects are termed
“facilitating subjects” by the Russell Group Universities and will
allow students to keep their university course options open.
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Students will choose ONE of the following three Pathways, and
then choose the individual subjects within that option:

1. Academic Pathway - 3 (or 4) x A level subjects

The minimum academic entry requirements for this pathway
are five subjects at Grade 5 or above at GCSE level.

If a student attains an average of straight 7-9 grades in their
GCSE subjects, they may consider selecting four A levels. We will
offer advice on a case-by-case basis.

2. Academic Vocational Pathway - 3 x BTEC/Cambridge
Technical/Cambridge Advanced National qualifications.

The minimum academic entry requirements for this pathway
are five subjects at Grade 4 or above at GCSE level

3. Mixed Pathway - 1 A-Level and 2 BTEC/Cambridge Technical/
Cambridge Advanced National qualifications.

The minimum academic entry requirements for this pathway
are five subjects at Grade 4 or above at GCSE level.
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The main difference between opting for a vocational subject or an
A-Level is the assessment method. A traditional A-Level will have
minimal NEA (Non-Examination Assessments), often referred to
as ‘coursework’, as part of the assessment method. Most A-Level
subjects will contain three examinations which are sat at the end
of Year 13. However, vocational subjects, either Cambridge
Technical, Cambridge Advanced Nationals or BTEC qualifications,
contain up to 50% NEA. In addition, external examinations are
sat modularly throughout the course, with assessment windows in
both January and May of Year 12 and Year 13. The grading of
these qualifications also differs slightly and does not contain the
traditional A* - E grading. All the vocational qualifications we offer
carry UCAS points, and allow for a transition into higher education
or apprenticeships. Please see below for a grade comparison:

UCAS Points Tariff

A-Level Grade Vocational

Equivalent
A* Distinction* 56
A Distinction 48
B - 40
C Merit 32
D - 24
E Pass 16
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A Year 13 Student
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In addition to meeting the minimum academic entry requirements,
an applicant must also meet the subject specific requirements
in order to study their chosen courses.

Entry requirements for all subjects are outlined in the table below.

Please refer to the subject specific information, which will be
available via our dedicated open evening website.

Subject Subject Specific Entry Requirements

Art & Design Grade 5 or above in Art and/or Textiles (for Fine Art and
Textiles students) and Grade 5 or above in English

Art (Photography) Grade 5 or above in Art or Textiles and Grade 5 or above in
English and Mathematics.

Biology Combined Science Grade 6-6 or above or Separate Science
Grades 6-6-5 or above, with at least Grade 6 required in
Biology and Chemistry and Grade 5 or above in Mathematics
and in English.

Business Studies Grade 5 or above in English and Mathematics.

Business - Five Grade 4's or above, including Grade 4 or above in

Cambridge Technical Engllsh and Mathematics.

Chemistry Combined Science Grade 6-6 or above or Separate Science
Grades 6-6-5 or above , with at least Grade 6 required in
Chemistry and Biologyplus Grade 5 or above in
Mathematics, and in English.

Computer Science Grade 5 or above in Computer Science and Grade 5 or
above in Mathematics and English.

Dance Grade 5 or above in Dance GCSE (or strong performance
background in Dance if not studied at GCSE) plus Grade 5 or
above in English.

Design Technology Grade 5 or above in Design Technology and Grade 5 or
above in Mathematics and English.

Drama Grade 5 or above in Drama or Grade 5 or above in English.

English Language/
Literature

Grade 6 or above in English Language and a Grade 5 or
above in English Literature.

English Literature

Grade 6 or above in English Literature and a Grade 5 or
above in English Language.

Economics

Grade 5 or above in English and Mathematics.

Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)

Please Note: An expression of interest form is required
to study the EPQ. These are issued within the first few
weeks of Year 12.

Film Studies

Grade 5 or above in English.

Geography

Grade 5 or above in Geography and Grade 5 or above in
English.

Government &
Politics

Grade 5 or above in English.

History

Grade 5 or above in GCSE History plus Grade 5 or above
in English.

BTEC Information
Technology

Five Grade 4's or above, including Grade 4 or above in
ICT or equivalent plus Grade 4 or above in Mathematics
and Grade 4 or above in English.
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Further Mathematics | Grade 7 or above in Mathematics. This subject must be
taken alongside “single” Mathematics A level.
Media Studies Grade 5 or above in English.

Media - Cambridge
Technical

Five Grade 4's or above, including Grade 4 or above in
English and Mathematics.

MFL (French,
German, Spanish)

Grade 6 or above in the language to be studied and
Grade 5 or above in English.

Music Grade 5 or above in GCSE Music or students will need to
provide evidence of Music proficiency e.g. instrument to
Grade 5 or above plus Grade 5 or above in English.

Music Technology Grade 5 or above in GCSE Music or students will need to

provide evidence of Music proficiency e.g. instrument to
Grade 5 or above plus Grade 5 or above in English.

Physical Education

Grade 5 or above in Physical Education or a Distinction
in vocational equivalent plus Grade 5-5 or above in
Science and Grade 5 or above in English. St uden't

wi shing to undertake th
competing i n a shdhexcelh
specif,jcanianregul ar bas
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Sport Studies -
Cambridge Technical

At least five Grade 4's or above at GCSE including Grade
4 or above in Physical Education or vocational
equivalent plus Mathematics and English.

Physics Combined Science Grade 6-6 or above or Separate Science
Grades 6-6-5 or above, with Grade 6 or above required in
Physics, Grade 6 or above in Mathematics and Grade 5 or
above in English.

Psychology Grade 5 or above in Mathematics and Grade 5 or above

in English plus Grades 5-5 or above in Combined Science
or Grade 5 or above in Biology.

Religious Studies

Grade 5 or above in English.

Vocational Science

Five Grade 4's or above, including a 4-4 in Combined
Science, Grade 4 or above in Mathematics, and a Grade
4 or above in English.

Sociology

Grade 5 or above in Sociology, plus a Grade 5 or above

in English.

Please note, there may be some circumstances where amendments
to our course offer must be made, such as timetable clashes,
oversubscribed courses or insufficient demand for a particular
subject. Should this be the case, we will contact you at the earliest
opportunity to discuss alternative courses. Courses are confirmed as
final on GCSE Results’ Day and during the subsequent enrolment

process.

Please note: The following combinations of subjects are not

permitted:

e Students cannot study Sport Studies (Cambridge Technical) and
A level Physical Education.

o English Language/Literature and English Literature.

We recommend that all students should have a “Plan B" in
case they do not attain the results required for entry onto their

chosen courses.
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progress, and interventions are put in place where necessary to
raise student achievement. At the end of Year 12, ‘Year 13 Ready’
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. We have a number of students from other schools who join Hayes
¢19 9 ¢9b595 t whW9/ ¢ Sixth Form each year and_ therefo_re, we undereta_nd that starting in
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows each student to a new school can feel a bit daunting, however it is also a great

opportunity for a fresh start and to meet new people and make
lasting friendships. Remember that many others will be feeling the
same way — apprehensive but excited and keen to connect.

embark on a largely self-directed and self-motivated
project. Students must choose a topic, plan, research and develop
their idea and decide on their finished product.

This qualification is worth half an A level, for which they will Students often find they develop friendships with other students in

; - : / their tutor group, in their teaching classes or during extra-curricular
receive UCAS points and is assessed against Year 13 A level Py 4 . : ;
standards. Undertaking the EPQ encourages creativity and activities, so please be patient and give yourself space to settle in.

to study at university or the field of work in which they are Induction days, the Sixth Form Team arrange a meeting at the start
interested, as it represents a great opportunity to show passion for of term for any new students to meet up; this offers students the
a particular interest. opportunity to connect and form bonds with other students.
Previous Extended Project Qualification titles have included: I
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e Should we allow genetic screening to produce designer o , .
babies? Parent(s)/carer(s) are invited to several evening meetings

i L . throughout the year; the purpose of these are to inform parent
* Organic food: is it worth it? (s)/carer(s) of significant Sixth Form procedures, assessment
systems, opportunities, university admission procedures, etc.
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Each tutor group has a highly trained Sixth Form Tutor who will At regular intervals, staff assess the progress made by each
support students to meet their potential. ACTIVE Sixth sessions student in terms of effort and attainment. Students must show
are de“vered to groups and cover a range of re'evant t0p|cs to that they are serious Cand|dates |fthey are_tO continue on the|r
support students academically, emotionally and socially as they courses. The school reserves the right to withdraw support for
progress through the Sixth Form. entry in any examination for any student who continually fails to
] _ _ produce the work expected of them. It must be stressed,
Academic Mentoring takes place continuously and Form Tutors however, that such a step would not be taken lightly and certainly
will work directly with students following Data Reviews to ensure not before we had done all in our power, through discussion with
they reach their potential. Our Form Tutors help students mix, students and parents/carers, to improve the situation. We
make new friends and will be there to provide pastoral advice therefore reserve the right to select the level of entry for a
and guidance when needed. Tutors are the first point of contact candidate at the end of Year 13.

with the school for parents and carers. . .
Throughout the Sixth Form, there is a full programme of

monitoring, assessment and reporting to parents/carers, including
Parents’ Meetings. There will be two Progress Reviews during each
year including the Annual Full Report.
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Sixth Form students have access to a Sixth Form Learning Mentor
who can provide help and advice for more delicate issues regarding
wellbeing.

We also benefit from links to counselling services which support
students as necessary with any concerns.
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An important aim for students in the Sixth Form is to achieve good
results in examinations and to gain entry to Higher Education or to
prepare for employment/apprenticeship opportunities.

If the school is to be successful in helping students achieve their
potential, then it is important that students fulfil certain obligations
by following “The Hayes Way”. The school therefore expects that
students will:

o Attend school regularly and arrive punctually for AM and PM
registration and lessons

¢ Organise study programmes carefully so that time is not
wasted and set work is completed thoroughly and handed in
on time

¢ Be engaged in setting and then subsequently attaining their
target grades

o Work beyond set work to develop a wider understanding of
the subjects being studied

e Work quietly in all Sixth Form study areas

¢ Take responsibility for their own learning and use independent
study time in a purposeful way

Students are expected to complete a minimum of six hours work
per subject, per fortnight, in addition to lessons.

Students are required to acknowledge on their application that
they have read and agree to the Sixth Form Contract which
indicates that the student agrees to fulfil the expectations
described above.

The Sixth Form has a course enrolment and continuation policy
and follows the school behaviour management policy which is
available to view on the school website.

A report system is in place for students who accumulate points,
with other interventions added should further support be required.
Students can also earn house points, often as a result of acting
“pro-socially” i.e. making a positive contribution to the school
community. Our joint success will depend upon consistent, quality
communication and support between staff, students and parents/
carers.
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A Year 13 Student
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The Student Leadership Team is highly respected by both
staff and students. Roles within the team, comprising Head
Prefects and up to ten additional Senior Prefects, are highly
challenging and come with a great deal of responsibility. The
current team has the following vision:

"To enhance the Hayes experience through developing
community integration.”

Each member of the team has their own area of responsibility,
including leading the development of charity initiatives,
supporting our mentoring programmes and leading the Sixth
Form Prefect System. Formal leadership training is provided to
enable each student to develop and maximise their skills.

Prefects - In Years 12 and 13, students are given every
encouragement to accept a greater degree of responsibility and
to make a positive contribution to the school community within
the well established prefect system. Prefects find additional
scope for personal development and a sense of service and
leadership, while providing a steadying and caring influence upon
younger students. All students benefit from greater
independence and participation in developing self-discipline, self-
reliance and a balanced confidence in their own abilities.

Prefects are appointed at the start of the summer term from the
Year 12 cohort. Prefect Teams support staff in leading areas of
the school, including year groups, subject areas and other
pastoral teams. These roles are challenging but highly rewarding
and help enrich the wider school community.

Mentoring programmes are firmly embedded into the Hayes
School ethos. Sixth Form students play an instrumental role in
the success of these programmes. We offer Mentor Training
covering Child Protection, Safeguarding and Coaching Techniques
and match the strengths of each Mentor to a targeted student
lower down in the school. The focus of the mentoring support
ranges from providing subject specific support to motivating
students and helping them with skills such as organisation.
Mentors can develop skills which they will be able to use later in
life and find the role rewarding.

You can see what our current Head Prefects say about the school
here.
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https://www.hayes.bromley.sch.uk/home/about-us/head-prefects-welcome/
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Purpose Built Sixth Form Centre (Opened October 2023).

Exclusively for Sixth Form students, our new purpose built
centre offers students a comfortable place to maximise their
study time and allow them to recharge between classes.

The Sixth Form Café and Main School Restaurant are available for
students to use at break, lunchtime and for some non-taught
periods. The Sixth Form Café has a coffee bar with food and drink
available between 8.00am and 1.50pm.

Independent Study periods should be used for private study or
completion of next steps activities.
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A key aim of our work at Hayes School Sixth Form is to ensure
students are prepared for their destination post Hayes,
something we refer to as their ‘Exit Strategy’. Whether a student
is following a university, employment or apprenticeship pathway,
we are here to support your child to obtain the necessary
qualifications, experience and skills required.

In 2025, our Year 13 cohort saw over 150 students gain places
at university. This is the result of a strategic approach to
considering, researching and applying to universities using online
software, information events and one to one support. As a
school we ensure UCAS applications and personal statements are
thoroughly checked prior to submitting.

Many of our 2025 cohort opted to apply for degree level
apprenticeships. For students interested in employment or
apprenticeships, we run a centralised system of support
including workshops on CV writing, cover letters and interview
technique. Additionally students will benefit from external
speakers and visits to employment/apprenticeship conferences at
both a local and national level. We have a dedicated Next Steps
Advisor who supports students applying for a range of
apprenticeships.
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Year 12 students will prepare and complete Work Experience
during one week in the summer term. The main aims are to give
students first hand experience of the difference between school
and employment and to understand and appreciate the
importance of their school work in relation to the world of work.

Students will also be clearer on their long term career ambitions
and any work experience undertaken will be included on their
UCAS statement and CV and is extremely useful in finding future
work opportunities.
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Students are expected to take responsibility for their own learning.
As part of their two week timetable, when not occupied in lessons,
students may work in dedicated Sixth Form study areas.

As part of our ACTIVE SIXTH Programme we provide students
with access to a range of study skills workshops to support their
independent study.
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We have a specialist team who aim to support students in pursuing
an aspiration to study at a Russell Group university. Students for
whom this progression would be realistic are identified within a
month of joining the Sixth Form. There is a programme of
meetings/email contacts starting in October of Year 12, often with
sub-groups created to support aspiring medical students,
engineers, economists, lawyers, linguists etc. This is to pass on
information about university courses, programmes and taster days
and is designed specifically for Year 12 students.

Students will be guided and prepared for the submission of their
application forms. Those aspiring to study at Oxford or Cambridge,
those applying for medical school and students for whom there will
be a pre-interview test and/or an interview, will receive support in
preparation for their tests. A programme of *‘mock’ interviews also
supports students’ preparation.

In addition to group meetings/emails, all these students will have
daily access to advice and support from the Sixth Form team.
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